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AGENDA

Monthly Building Consistency Meeting 

Dates for FY18 

Residential Consistency Items 

Training Sessions –

Changes to General Contracting Law –

Waties Greene, NCLBGC

 Fireblocking and Draftstopping –

Jeff Griffin 



FY 2018 

BUILDING 
CONSISTENCY 

MEETINGS 

Commercial

• Feb 6

• Mar 6

• Apr 3

• May 1 

• Jun 5

Residential 

• Feb 7

• Mar 7

• Apr 4

• May 2

• Jun 6



RESIDENTIAL 

CONSISTENCY 
February 7, 2018



Q: Who passed this stair? 

How many code violations can 

you cite? 

A: R311 & R312



OPEN ITEMS 

Re-visit Isokern Fireplaces

Contacts for help with plans or inspections



Q: Which trade 
looks at Isokern
Fireplaces and 
the loads they 
add to the 
building?
A: Per conversation with 
Tommy Rowland, if there is no 
gas line involved, it falls to the 
Building Inspector.  Must have 
engineering to cover the loads 
on wood floors. Follow Mfr’s
installation instructions for 
flue & fireblocking.  



A: Depends on the foam & the fireplace

Q: What are the required clearances for foam insulation? 



Note: Isokern has a 

1 ½” Clearance to 

combustibles.

There is also a 3” 

clearance to any 

insulation material 

having an R-
Value.



Q: Who can I contact for help with my project / plans?

A: In Plan Review –

• Commercial Plan Review Team –

TOM SMITH, Manager 980 314 3108                          

Michael Peterson, Sr. Plans Examiner (B)  980.314.3186 

Errol Cooper Sr. Plans Examiner (E) 980.314.3178

• Andy Scoggins, Sr. Plans Examiner (M) 

• CTAC/RTAC –

CHARLES WALKER, Manager 980.314.3107

Scott Westbrook, Sr. Plans Examiner 980.314.3114



Q: Who can I contact for help with my project / plans?

A: Plan Review & Inspections (Special Teams)

• HCD Team –

HOWARD GRINDSTAFF, Manager 980.314.3171

Clay Goodman, Sr. Plans Examiner 980.314.3174

• Mega Team –

ANDY HERRING, Manager 980.722.9259         

David Rains, Sr. Code Official (E ) 704.309.4510

Eric Moore, Sr. Code Official (B) 980.314.3357



Q: Who can I contact for help with my project / plans?

A: Inspections –

• Residential Team –

JEFF GRIFFIN, Manager 704.634.8847

Mike Kale, Sr. Inspector (E ) 980.521.6757

Brandon Burgin, Sr. Inspector (B) 980.259.9200

Dave Barrett, Sr. Inspector (P&M)  980.722.0259

• Commercial Team –

STEVE PEARSON, Manager 980.314.3062

Bob Hartman, Sr. Inspector (E ) 980.722.3618

Andy DeMaury, Sr. Inspector (M&P) 704.200.5595

Allen Croom, Sr. Inspector (B) 980 297 5839



NEW RESIDENTIAL 

CONSISTENCY ITEMS

February 6, 2018



Q: Can we use the 2018 code now?

Q: When a referenced standard or requirements from 

another agency conflict with code, which one 

prevails? 

Q: What are some of the Recent issues that have come 

up with emergency escape and rescue Openings? 

Q: What is the requirement for placing concrete in  

cold weather?

New Residential Consistency Items



Q: What is an alternate way to achieve fire separation 

in a duplex if the wall does not go to the underside of 

the roof sheathing? 

Q: Where can FSD be measured from?

Q: How can something be turned down in the field 

when the plans were approved? 

New Commercial Consistency Items



Q: CAN WE USE THE 
2018 CODE NOW?

A: By state law, the 2018 code is allowed to be used as 
an alternate between now and its effective date (Jan 1, 
2019) without any special “permission” from anyone, 
however, the full body of codes must be used as a 
whole on the project. In other words, the 2014 NEC, the 
2018 Plumbing, 2018 Mechanical, etc. You couldn’t just 
use the 2018 Building and not use the rest. Another thing 
to note is Neither our software nor our permit 
applications have been changed yet to show the 2018 
Code as an option. 

The other problem is we are not expecting printed 
copies of the 2018 until July 1, 2018. That being said, we 
don’t have the complete text to review plans by or to 
perform our inspections. 

So, to answer the question, yes, theoretically, but maybe 
not practically. 

If I can approach the question another way – If there is a 
specific code section in the 2018 that you want to use, 
we may be able to pull that out and use it as an 
alternate under the current code. 



Q: WHEN A REFERENCED 
RULE FROM ANOTHER 
AGENCY CONFLICTS 
WITH CODE, WHICH ONE 
PREVAILS? 

A: According to the General 

Statutes, the Code prevails. (G.S. 
143-138 (b7)) We use information 

from other agencies as a guide or 

for information only, but their 

requirements do not supersede the 

Code.

Safe 

Kids 

http://www.ncdoi.com/osfm/safekids/water and pool safety for parents and caregivers.aspx?sec=water


Q: WHAT ARE SOME OF 
THE RECENT ISSUES THAT 
HAVE COME UP WITH 
EMERGENCY ESCAPE 
AND RESCUE OPENINGS? 

Problem: sill heights for windows 

are greater than 44”. 

Solution: a “permanent” platform. 

NOT! 



Problem: Four 

window wells varying 

in depth from 4’ to 6’ 

deep. At least one is 

for basement egress. 

Do they need 

guards around them 

for fall protection? 

A: Not unless there is a 

walking surface within 

3’.  (similar to retaining 

wall requirements) 



Problem: 

Emergency 

escape windows 

are on the back of 

the units which 

have fences and 

gates. Gates can 

be locked to 

prevent access to 

public way. 

Solution: Common 

area at back of 

TH’s was taken 

over by the HOA 

so it is left open at 

all times for access 

to public way. 

../Easements/171107_Domain permit comments_A0.01_Architectural Site Plan_FMK response.pdf


Q: WHAT IS THE 
REQUIREMENT FOR 
PLACING CONCRETE 
IN  COLD WEATHER?

A: To be considered “cold 

weather” for concrete 

placement, the following 

conditions must exist for 3 

consecutive days: 

1. The average daily air 

temperature is less than 40º F

and

2. The air temperature is not 

greater than 50º F for more 

than one-half of any 24-hr 

period. 



Q: WHAT IS AN 
ALTERNATE WAY TO 
ACHIEVE FIRE 
SEPARATION IN A 
DUPLEX IF THE WALL 
DOES NOT GO TO 
THE UNDERSIDE OF 
THE ROOF 
SHEATHING?  

A: 5/8” Type X can be 

installed on the ceiling and 

attic draftstop along the 

wall (R302.3, exception #2) 



Q: WHERE CAN FIRE 
SEPARATION DISTANCE 
BE MEASURED FROM?

A: The definition from section R202 

tells us where but if these are too 

close, an easement may be 

arranged between owners and the 
FSD measured to that easement. 

Note: the street, alley or public way 

must be publicly deeded property 

– not private.  





Maintenance 

easement 

A maintenance 

easement was 

required for 

access to the 

back of the 

property. To 

accommodate 

this but not lose 

buildable space, 

the designer 

showed a 2nd

story structure 

attached to one 

of the units. The  

pass-thru is for 

access but a 

property line and 

party wall divide 

the buildings 

Property line 

& party wall



Q: What defines 

“immediate vicinity?” 

A: This drawing does not show 

the smoke detector within the 

immediate vicinity of any of the 

bedrooms. The idea is to 

identify the smoke hazard 

outside the bedroom doors so 

occupants have time to react. 

Immediate 

vicinity



Q: What is a fourth 

floor versus an 

occupied roof? 

A: A story is defined by 

the measurement from a 

finished floor to ceiling 

joists or roof rafters 

above. The presence of 

both a floor and a roof 

constitutes a story. 



On all future projects with roof top decks, in regards to stair tower access to those roof top decks, all 

stair tower landings will be limited to a maximum 25 sq. ft. of area in the stair. That would be a stair 

flight, to the landing at the access to the deck, maximum 25 sq. ft.



Q: Is insulation required on TH foundation walls 

that are above grade? 



The interpretation is 

accurate; no insulation 

would be required for 

energy conservation code 

purposes in common walls 

separating townhomes 

designed for conditioned 

space on each side of the 

wall.

Thank you, Billy.

Billy G. Hinton, Jr.,PE

Chief Energy Conservation 

Code Consultant

Code Services Section

NC Department of Insurance

Engineering Division

325 N Salisbury St.

Raleigh, NC 27603

Be advised, the architect and builder have elected to apply R-11 

insulation in the area separation walls and not insulate the lower 

masonry/concrete foundation walls between units, which can be 

allowed based on the NCDOI – OSFM - Eng. & Codes Div. 

interpretation, “Insulation Placement Between Multi-Family 

Dwelling Units”, dated July 3, 2012. The interpretation states the 

thermal envelope of the building, in its entirety, is the thermal 

envelope. Therefore, units cannot receive a final inspection for 

building aspect until the entire thermal envelope is in place and 

inspections passed for all units within the building.

http://www.ncdoi.com/OSFM/Engineering_and_Codes/Documents/Interpretations4/2012 Residential/1102 - Insulation Placement Between Multi-Family Dwelling Units.pdf


QUESTIONS?



TRAINING TOPICS:

Changes to General Contracting 
Law – Waties Greene, NCLBGC

Fireblocking & Draftstopping –
Jeff Griffin


